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A. 


THE  URBAN  COUNCIL  OP  HOLYWELL, 


Gentlemen, 


in  presenting  my  Report  for  the  year  1938, 
it  is  gratifying  to  recall  the  encouragement  hy  your 
council  and  the  self  sacrificing  enthusiasm  of  the 
volunteers  headed  hy  0.  HNSi^  Davies,  whereby  an 
efficient  pire  Brigade  has  come  into  existence  in  the 
area,  and  has  already  been  of  great  service, 
one  has  however  to  deplore  the  absence  of  facilities 
for  swimming.  The  Council  having  already  a bath, 
which,  at  no  very  groat  expense  could  be  brought  up 
to  the  standard  of  modern  rcciuircments , for  t lis  health 
giving  exercise.  Annual  tickets  would,  one  thinks, 
bo  eagerly  taken  up  and  prove  remunerative. 


The  Ministry  has  during  the  year  proposed 
to  diminish  the  number  of  part  time  Medical  officers 
of  Health,  by  the  union  of  various  districts  under 
whole-time  officers  responsible  directly  by  the  coeinty 
council. 

Those  intentions  arc  no  doubt  consonant  with 
the  avowed  tendency  to  centralisation  in  Health  services, 
but  will  diminish  the  unbfcdssod  criticism  of  central  ad- 
ministration which  sometimes  emanates  from  the  part-time 
Medical  officer,  who  is  necessarily  more  fully  cognisant 
of  the  conditions  of  the  area  in  which  lies  his  or  her 
daili^  practice. 


(1) 


it 


SECTION  "A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  ON  THE  AREA . 


Area  (in  acres) 

2,532 

Registrar  General's  estimate 
of  resident  population  middle 
of  1933 

6,515 

Nniiiber  of  inhabited  houses 
(end  of  1938. ) according  to 
Rate  Books.  

1,876 

Tbe  Rateable  value  is  ... 

.534,673 

The  sum  represented  by  a 
penny  Rate.  

£118. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS,  ' INCLUDING  THE  CHIEE  INDUSTRIES 

CARRIED  ON  IN  THE  AREA,  AND  THE  EXTENT  0?  UNEMPLOYMENT 


Uncuiployment  has  not  incroasod,  the  chief  in- 
dustries carried  on,  in  and  about  the  area  are;- 

Messrs,  Court aulds  Lii'i^ited,  , 

Alossrs,  Mostyn  & Da3?v/cn  Ironworks. 

Messrs.  Halkyn  Ajincs  Lie'll t ca.  , 

Messrs.  Gi*osvenor  Chater  ci  Co.  , Ltd., 

Messrs.  Holywell  Textile  Mills.  Lii^^ited.  , 
Messrs.  Qwalia  shirt  Factory. 


I give,  for  comparison  with  the  whole  coun- 
try Extracts  from  VITAL  STATISTICS  OR  THE  YEAR,  for 
EI'IGLAI^D  AND  ^7ALSS. 


Live  Birth  Rate. 

Still  Birth  Rate. 

Doath  rate  for  all 
causes. 


= 15«1  per 
= 0.60per 


= 11. 6. per 


1,000  pop; ) 

if  or 
Eng- 
land 
& 

wales. 


per  HOLY.YELL  URBAN  as  follows;- 


LIVE 

BIRTHS. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Total. 

120. 

2. 

Male 

63.  . 

0. 

pern ; ) 

57.  ] 

2. 

1 Birth  rate  per 
1 1,000.  of  the 
( estimated  rcsid 
1 ont  population 

1 = 18. “7. 

STILL 

BIRTHS. 

3. 

1. 

2. 

Rate  per  1,000 
total  (live  & 
still  Births. 

= 24. 

I 


A 


t 


I 


k 


» 


r 


DEATHS. 


Total. 

Male . 

pern; 

91. 

43. 

48. 

Doath  rate  per  1,000*  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population. 

= 14.  1. 

NO.  29.  puerperal  sepsis.  = 0, 
NO.  30*  other  puerperal 

c aus  e . = 0 • 

TOTAL.  = 0. 


Rate  per  1,000 
Total  Births 
= 0. 


Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  ace. • 


Rate  per  1,000. 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births. 

= 11. 

total  births 
= 91.6. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legi- 
timate live  births.  

= 11. 

= 91.6. 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000. 
illegitimate  live  births.  ... 

= nil. 

= nil. 

Deaths  for  CANCER  (all  ages.) 

• 

II 

Deaths,  from  meAJLES. (all  ages. ) 

= 2. 

Deaths  from  WHOOPING  COUGH  (all  = 1. 

a(iOs . ) 

Deaths  from  dIAPPHOEA  (under  2.yrs 

of  ace.  = 0, 


SECTION  ''B'*. 

©QDQ. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOP  THE  AREA. 

(1)  puhlic  Health  offioers  of  the  sanitary  Authority 

consists  of  one  part  time  Medical  officer  of  Health, 
C.E.  Morris  M.P.C.S.  L.R.C.P.  London,  one  full 
time  sanitary  inspector,  D.  L«  Morcans,  B»§c. 
one  Assistant  sanitary  inspector,  hr.  Hall, 

(a)  Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  the 

patholocical  Department  of  the  Chester  Ro^^al 
infirmary. 

(b)  A^'nUulance  facilities,  are  entirely  lackinc* 

(c)  Nursinc  in  the  Home,  carried  out  by  one  District 
Nurse.  There  is  much  enthusiasm  shown  by  a larce 
class  of  v.A.D.  of  the  Red  cross  Association,  which 
will  tend  to  provide  and  extension  of  nursinc  care  in 
the  homes, 

(d)  clinics  are  conducted  by  the  staff  of  the  connty 
council. 
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(^)  HOSPITALS.  one  public  Hospital  v/hich  contains 

no  accommodation  fon  normal  or  serious  emergencies 
in  obstetrics.  in  my  opinion  it  is  time  that  the 
county  provided  in  this  centre  where  the 

birth  rate  is  high,  suitable  hospital  accoraiuodation 
for  serious  cases.  A"t  present  much  money  is  ex- 

pended in  transport  to  msiTiQot  and  gt.  Asaph  distant 
hospitals*  Moreover  friends  and  relatives  of  pat- 
ients find  it  difficult  to  visit  especially  gt ; 
Asaphjbecause  the  pailway  tourney  thither  through 
phyl  is  devious,  and  expensive,  especially  the  obste- 
tricians of  this  District  have  no  accominodat ion  for 
Hospital  treatment  of  their  patients  v/hen  the  sudden 
emergencies,  inseparable  from  this  work  do  unfortun- 
ately occur.  one  voluntary  ■‘^ospital  whence  all 
confinement  cases  (whatever  the  emergency)  are  spec- 
ifically excluded. 


SECTION  ”C''. 

A !0@ 


1. 

(1) 

V/ater 

po  change. 

(2) 

Drainage. 

consideration  of  proposed  extension 
to  Greenfield. 

2. 

Nil. 

3^ 

(1) 

closet  Aoconiuiodation. 

pail  c].osets  converted  to  v/atcr 

carnage  system,  = 5. 

P'".  of  pail  closets  at  end 
of  Year  1938 = 201. 

po.  of  water  closets  at  end 
of  Year. 1933.  =1526. (Appro 

(2)  public  cleansing.  - po  change. 

(^)  sanitary  inspection  of  the  area. 

water  gupply,  no.  change. 


gewerage  and  prainage. 

po  change.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  pro- 
posed gcheme  for  Greenfield  will  be  commenced  during 
the  current  year. 

closet  ACcoMiiodatioru 

5.  pail  Closets  wqtg  converted  to  the 
water  carriage  system  during  the  year. 

1^0.  of  pail  Closets  at  end  of 
year  1933.  (in  Greenfield  area)  = 201. 

po.  of  17a ter  Closets  at  end  of 

year  1938.  ...  = 1,526. 


(4) 
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public  Cleans inf^. 

No  changG.  tho  system  of  controlled  tipping 
is  working  satisfactorily. 


sanitary  inspection  of 


particulars  of  Notices  and  inspections  during 
the  year  ending  Decumher  31st,  1938.  (Reg.uired  by  statute^ 
to  be  included  in  the  Medical  Ql’f ioGi* ’ s Report . ) 


NO.  of  Notices, 
informal . per  ma'i. . 

8.  3. 

4. 

18. 

3. 


N-.^ture. 


Notices  to  provide 
dustbins. 

Nuisances. 

Notices  to  school 
Managers  etc.,  of 
infectious  piseacs. 

Notices  to  destroy 
unsound  food. 


Result. 

Dustbins  pro 
vided. 

Nuisances  abated. 

suitable  action 
taken. 

pood  destroyed. 


INSPECTIONS. 

@GGO0OE©o:^ 


Number. 

Nature, 

107. 

inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  for  tho 
poses  of  the  Housing  Acts,  and  public 
Acts. 

pur- 

Health 

• 

1 — 1 
1 — 1 

inspection  of  slaughterhouses. 

la. 

insiiections  of  Dairies  and  cowsheds. 

165. 

inspections  of  Now  Buildings  for  the  purposes 
of  Building  gyelaws  made  under  the  public  Health 
Act.  1875. 

26. 

inspections  made  in  connection  with  the  not- 
ification of  infectious  Disease. 

11. 

inspection  of  Bakehouses, 

12. 

inspection  of  Poodshops. 

5. 

inspections  for  the  purposes  of  the  p 
Act.  1937.  section  (34) 

actory 

shops  and 

Offices. 

NO  action  was  taken  uder  this  head  during  the  year. 


camping. 

NO  action  was  taken  under  this  head  during  the  year, 
smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  head  during  the  year. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 
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( 7 ) S w iuiainG  pools . jji  1 , 

vide  my  reference  to  this  matter  , at 
head  of  the  Report, 


(G)  Ei^cidicat ion  of  sed  Bn^s. 


No.  of  Council  Houses  found  to  he 

infested*  *..  *•♦  »«•  — 2* 

NO,  of  council  H^>nscs.  disinfected,  = 2. 

NO.  of  other  Houses  found  to  he  in- 
fected  = nil. 

NO.  of  other  Houses  disinfested.  = nil. 


in  had  cases  of  infestation  Hydrocyanic 
Acid  Gas  is  employedj  the  work  heinc  carried  out  hy  a 
Contractur,  in  averace  cases,  fumigation  together  with 
thorough  cleansing  appears  to  raeot  the  case,  no  sys- 
tem of  disinfestation  of  the  belongings  of  persons 
prior  to  removal  to  Council  Houses  is  in  force,  except 
in  the  case  of  slam  Clearance  Ai’cas.  preciucnt  insp- 
ections of  Council  Houses  arc  carried  out  and  suitable 
action  taken  in  the  case  of  infested  premises. 


schools. 


Schoois  are  under  the  Education  Authority 
and  any  question  of  closure  is  decided  hy  the  County 
Medical  ofi'ioer  of  Health. 


SECTION  ” D " . 
G 1 ''-1 0 3G0G  3 X)CQQ 


INSPECTION  OF  PnEL-LING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


1,  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  Houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (und-r  public  Health 
j^oasing  Aots.  .«.  ...  — 107 • 


(h)  NO,  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  = 122. 

2. (a)  (1)  NO.  of  Bvvclling  Houses  (included  under 

subhead  (1)  above)  v/hich  v/cre  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  consolid- 
ated Regulations  1925 • and  1932.  = 107« 


(2)  NO.  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose.  = 107. 

(3)  NO.  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  = 92* 


(4)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  thus 
referred  to  under  the  proceeding  subhead) 
found  not  to  bo  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation,  = 
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3. 


REIffiDY  OP.  JDEPSCTS_  Di]R IPG  JTHJOMK  WITJ-IOUT  SERVICE 
05L  F.QRML  _,notjc^ 

NO*  of  defcctivG  Dwelling  housgs  pgil- 
dGrod  fit  in  conscq.ucncc  of  informal 
action  by  tho  Local  Authority  or  their 

QfficGrs*  •••  •••  •••  •••  — 13* 


ACTION  UNDER  STATURTORY  FO\TERS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


(a)  procGGdings  under  section  9.10.  and  I6. 

Housing  Act.  1936. 

(1) 

NO.  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  v/ere  served  rec^uiring 

2?0^QX]?S*  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

nil. 

(2) 

NO.  of  Dv/elling  Houses  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  Notices. 

(a)  by  owners.  ...  ... 

= 

nil. 

(ti)  NY  Local  A'athority.  . . . 

= 

nil. 

(b)  proceedings  under  public  Health  Acts. 

(1) 

NO.  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of 
which  Notices  wore  served  rGq.uiring 
defects  to  be  remedied 

2. 

(2) 

NOi  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  def- 
ects wore  remedied  aftei‘  service  of 
Formal  Notice.  ...  

(a)  BY  owners.  

= 

2. 

(P)  BY  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  ov/ners.  . . . 

= 

nil. 

(c)  proceedings  under  Section  11.  and  13.  of 

Housing  Act.  1936. 

(1) 

NO.  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of 
which  deraoliton  orders  vi^ro  made. 

— 

•nil. 

(2) 

NO.  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  orders. 

= 

15. 

(d)  proceedings  under  section  2.  Housing  Act. 

1936. 

(1) 

NO.  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  resipect  of  which  clo- 
sing orders  were  determined. 

nil. 

(2) 

NO.  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  rcspccu  of  which  clo- 
sing orders  were  made. 

nil. 

(7) 
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HOUSING  ACT.  1936.  PART.  4.  OVERCRG^miNG. 


(1) 

NO 

at 

. of 
end 

Dwelling  Rouses  overcrowded 

of  year.  . . i ...  ... 

= 29. 

(2) 

NO 

* of 

families  Dwelling  therein. 

• 

o 

11 

(3) 

NO 

. of 

persons  -^welling  therein. 

= 160. 

NO.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 
reported  during  the  year. 

= nil. 

(c) 

(1) 

NO.  of  cases  of  overcrowding 
relieved  during  the  year. 

= 1. 

(2) 

NO.  of  persons  concerned  in 
such  cases. 

• 

CO 

II 

Ono  case  of  overcrowding  in  Council  houses  has  heen 
relieved,  the  number  of  persons  concerned  being  8. 


SECTION  ''E”. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  supply. 


The  Milk  supply  of  the  area  was  main- 
tained at  its  usual  standard  throughout  the  year. 

Owing  to  the  pressure  of  work  in  connection  with  Air 
paid  Precautions  only  occasional  inspections  could  be 
carried  out,  but  generally  no  cause  for  action  was 
found.  Representations  were  made  during  the  year  to 
the  county  Council  as  regards  the  purity  of  the  water 
supply  to  their  s ami 1- holdings  in  the  district  and  im- 
prov-ed  supplies  are  now  being  obtained. 

Meat  and  other  poods. 


po.  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemned. 


cattle  ex- 
cluding cows. 

cows. 

calves. 

sheep 

and  iambs. 

pics* 

Number 

Killed. 

0^ 

o 

c 

70. 

3,300. 

700. 

Ifumber 

inspected. 

33. 

4. 

40. 

12. 

All  diseases  except  Tuberulosis. 


cattle  ex-  cows.  calves.  sheep  pigs, 

eluding  cows.  and  Lambs. 


whole  carcases  con-  Nil* 

demned. 

carcases  of  which  some  Nil* 

part  of  organ  was  con- 
demned. 

percentage  of  number  in-  . 

Suected  affected  with  disease  NH* 
oxnQp  than  tuberculosis. 


Nil. 

Nil* 

Nil* 
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Tuberculosis  only* 


cattle  ex- 
cluding cows. 

COViTS. 

calves,  sheep 
and 
Lambs, 

piss. 

V/hole  carcases 
condraned. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  v/as  con- 
demned. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

There  are  five  slaughterhouses  in  the  Area 
all  lioonsed,  general  standard  of  cleanliness  is  good 

but  it  has  been  impossible  to  exercise  as  much  superA^ision 
as  one  would  have  liked. 

During  the  year.  139.  lbs.  of  lamb  192.  Iba. 
of  ^eef,  and  35*  lbs.  of  pork  were  condemned  in  shops  and 
stalls  etcetera, 

(c)  The  usual  samples  were  taken  by  the  county  Constabulary, 


SECTION 


PREVALANCE  OP  AND  CONTROL  OVER  IN7ECTIQUS  AI€)  OTHER  DISEASES 


The  incidence  of  pn'umonia  has  been  during  1938.  notably 
less  than  in  former  years. 

Diphtheria. 

Diphtheria  is  very  promptly  treated  here 
and  successfully i for  only  two  deaths  have  occurred  cut 
of  81#  cases  in  4«  years.  This  year  two  cases  v;ere 
removed  to  Hospital  at  a cost  to  the  council  of  15.  9, 

scarlet  pever. 

Prompt  treatment  by  serum  has  been  strikingly 
successful  in  this  Disease,  and  has  apparently  converted 
a condition  lasting  many  weeks,  with  severe  symptoms,  and 
dangerous  complications  into  a slight  indisposition  last- 
ing in  most  cases  less  than  ten  days,  with  uncomplicated 
complete  recovery.  This  is  a notable  advance  in  treatment, 
in  my  view  the  necessity  for  providing  Hospital  isolation 
for  Scarlet  pever  should  progressively  diminish. 

NO  artificial  irniuunisation  has  been  conducted. 
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Notifia'ble  diseases  during  the  year,  1938 


T)  i s oas  G * 

Total  cases 
Notified. 

oases  adimittcd 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths f 

scarlet  pover. 

H 

O 

• 

- 

Diphtheria. 

18. 

2. 

1. 

puerperal  pyrexia. 

3. 

- 

- 

pneumonia. 

33. 

- 

11. 

Erysipelas, 

2. 

- 

' 

ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

3. 

- 

- 

Age  groups  of  s C ARLET  FEVER. 


Age  periods. 

Total  cases  Notified. 

under  2.  years. 

1. 

under  3.  years. 

3. 

under.  3.  years. 

1. 

Under  10«  years. 

4. 

under. 15.  years. 

1. 

Age  groups  of  PNEUMONIA. 


1 

j ago  periods. 

Total  cases  notified. 

! 

under  1.  year 

1. 

under.  2.  years. 

2. 

under  10,  years. 

2. 

under  15.  years. 

3. 

under  20.  years. 

2. 

under  35.  years. 

4. 

under  45.  years. 

12. 

65.  years  and  over. 

7. 
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ACQ  f „ DIPHTIiERIA, 


ACa  periods. 

Total  cases  notified. 

under  3.  years. 

1. 

under  4.  years. 

1. 

under  5.  years. 

3. 

Under 10.  years. 

3. 

Underl5.  years. 

3. 

UndorRO.  years. 

1. 

undor35.  years. 

4. 

Under45.  years. 

2. 

T U B J R ,G  JJ  L 0 S I _S. 


Table  shov/ing  nuraber  of  now  cases  and  number  of 
deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  ai'^oa  during  1938. 
showing  also  the  ago  at  notification  and  at  death. 


1 

ACC 

periods 

• 

Now  cases. 

Deaths . 

Respirat- 

ory. 

Non-R0s- 

piratory. 

ROS'pirat 

ory. 

Non-Rosp- 

iratory. 

M. 

P. 

M 

• 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

15. 

years. 

1. 

1. 

25. 

years. 

1. 

2. 

1. 

1. 

35. 

years. 

1. 

2. 

1, 

i 

45. 

3"ears . 

1. 

05. 

years. 

2. 

1. 

2. 

65.yrs  Gc 
over. 

1. 

2. 

TOTALS. 

5. 

6. 

1. 

1. 

6. 

1. 

Ro  Deaths  from  Ta.berculosis  in  this  area,  were 
un-notif iod. 


I amj,  gentlemen. 


Yours  obediently  " 

(Modical  ofPicor  of  Health.) 


